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Nestled among four mountain ranges in the Sonoran Desert, Tucson, Arizona is home to roadrunners and mountain
lions and lots and lots of cacti. Indescribable sunsets regularly paint the wide-open skies; when it rains, the air is
fragrant with creosote. It’s not all dirt and spines, though. For the past few years, downtown Tucson has been
experiencing a sort of renaissance. What I mean is this: when I was growing up there, I thought it was cool. These
days, other people are starting to think so, too. So what better time for a weekend in the Old Pueblo than before the
masses realize what a unique place it is?

FRIDAY

Is this infamous Tucson hotel haunted? Definitely (Karen/ Flickr).

HEAD TO HOCO
After deplaning at the charmingly small Tucson International Airport, head downtown to check into your hotel. For a
truly Tucson experience and primo location, I’d recommend the nearly hundred-year-old Hotel Congress. What it
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lacks in electrical outlets it makes up for in history — notorious gangster John Dillinger was caught here, and the
Tap Room’s bar has been manned by bartender Tiger since 1959. Plus, it’s definitely haunted. Looking for a quieter
stay or something dog-friendly? Try Downtown Clifton Hotel, in the nearby Barrio Viejo neighborhood.
Pro tip: Though most of this itinerary is centralized downtown, if you’re planning on doing any hiking, I highly
recommend renting a car.

CHOW DOWN DOWNTOWN
With the variety of dinner choices available, you might not be surprised to learn that UNESCO named Tucson a
World City of Gastronomy in 2015. Within a five-minute walk of Hotel Congress, you’ll find James Beard awardwinning Chef Janos’s Downtown Kitchen + Cocktails, featuring eclectic cuisine, often with a southwestern twist;
mouthwatering and conservationally conscious Diablo Burger; or Obon, a hip sushi/ramen bar with even hipper
cocktails.

DRINK UP
Stay on foot and wander fewer than ten more minutes to arrive at The Owls Club. Formerly a chapel for a local
funeral home, the 1920’s structure has kept its antique vibe while transforming into a cozy, low-lit whiskey bar with
some killer cocktails. Try the Tin Lizzy, or stick to your rye. On your walk back to Congress, consider stopping across
the street at Good Oak Bar for a nightcap. It’s quaint, with a solid selection of beer, plus they have a real photo
booth that prints black and white film strips. The digital crap is for suckers.

SATURDAY
WAKE UP AT THE CUP
Rise and shine! It’s time to head downstairs to The Cup Cafe, HoCo’s restaurant. Even if you’re not staying there,
you should come for breakfast. You can’t go wrong with the huevos rancheros; meat-lovers will love the chilaquiles.

EXPLORE FOURTH AVE
If I had to choose a city street that is quintessentially Tucson, Fourth Ave would be it. Eclectic, gritty, creative, and
fun, Fourth Ave is worth walking down just to pop into the dizzying array of shops and eateries. For the musty, sweet
smell of old books, try The Book Stop, or support the country’s first 100%-solarpowered bookstore, Antigone Books
(which also happens to be a stellar indie shop with exceptionally curated new titles and loads of feminist reading
material). Nineties kids will love the nostalgia factor of Generation Cool, which even has a wee arcade in the back.
Wanna take your game even more retro? Stop by D&D for some pinball. Funky wares made with recycled and
repurposed materials star at Pop-Cycle, one of my favorite places to buy Tucson-y souvenirs, and for those with an
eye for vintage and thrift, stop by Tucson Thrift or How Sweet It Was (just off 4th Ave on 6th Street).
Pro-tip: The SunLink will take you from downtown to the university, so if you want to do this part of the itinerary
backwards, or don’t feel like walking as much, grab a ticket and ride the (light)rails.

FILL UP
All this walking must be making you hungry! At the top of Fourth where it hits University Boulevard, sate your
lunchtime cravings at The Garage, which, like the Owls Club, pays homage to its original building (I guess we
Tucsonans like honoring our history or something).

DO GOOD
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You’ve been in Tucson less than 24 hours, but I’ll bet a dollar you’ve already seen a few bumper stickers saying “Be
Kind” or “Keep Tucson Kind.” These are ubiquitous around town thanks to Ben’s Bells, a local nonprofit dedicated to
spreading intentional kindness. Spend some time painting bells or beads at their nearby Maingate studio, accessible
on foot or by light rail, and soak up the good vibes.

GET SCHOOLED
If you’re at Ben’s Bells, you’re also next to the University of Arizona, home to the Wildcats. Learn about the region’s
history at the Arizona State Museum or hit up the Arizona History Museum.

CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF THE NATURAL KIND
Take advantage of the incredible flora and fauna of the Sonoran Desert and go for a late-afternoon hike. There are a
zillion in the area, but my advice is to drive west to Saguaro National Monument for a dusk hike and then zoom over
to the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum. Less museum, more zoo, the Desert Museum showcases animals and
plants native to the area. Never seen a javelina up close? Here’s your chance. Mountain lion? They have those, too.
If you prefer to go on a night hike, Tumamoc Hill near St. Mary’s offers a glittering cityscape at the summit.
Remember: Summertime temps in Tucson average 100 degrees. If you plan on any prolonged outdoor activity,
please remember to hydrate and slather yourself in sunscreen!

DINNER & DRINKS
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The weird and wonderful Fourth Ave (InSapphoWeTrust/ Flickr).

Keep Tucson kind (Lars Hammar/Flickr).

Did you know the birthplace of the chimichanga is in Tucson? You do now. El Charro has been serving Tucson since
1922. They have pretty good margaritas, too. After your first round, walk a block to La Cocina and enjoy more drinks
(and maybe some live music) in the relaxed back patio. Let the night unwind from there.

SUNDAY
NOM NOM
Last day! Recover from your packed Saturday with a bit of a lie-in (or start your day right at Yoga Oasis, down the
block from the hotel). Then, snag a table at The Coronet, just through the underpass from Congress (and don’t
forget to admire the photo mural of Tucson faces on your way). Win by ordering basically anything on the menu.

ARTFUL TOURISM
Besides the city’s many Instagrammable murals, Tucson boasts a vibrant arts community. Spend the afternoon at
the Museum of Contemporary Art or hit up the Tucson Museum of Art . Colorful stucco homes surround the TMA and
are worth a gander anyway.

LEAVIN’ ON A JETPLANE
It’s time to bid the desert farewell. But not before eating more Mexican food! On the way to the airport, try a Sonoran
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hot dog at El Guero Canelo, or sit down for some tacos at Taqueria Pico de Gallo. As you take off, wave goodbye to
the mountains and prickly pear, and start planning your next trip!
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Try some Sonoran-style eats in a classic Tucson restaurant (Elsie Escobar/ Flickr).

4 Snow-Free Mountain Hiking Trips For 2017
6/8

Guess Who Bought the “Full House” House?

Three Epic Picnic Date Spots in the Bay Area

7/8

A Weekend Guide To Backpacking Big Sur

Six Places to Set Your Next Bay Area Photo Shoot

8/8

